NEWSLETTER

for the Churches of St Arvans, St Mary, Penterry,
St Deiniol, Itton, St James, Devauden & Holy Cross, Kilgwrrwg
forming part of the Severn Wye Ministry Area

IMPORTANT - PLEASE NOTE
St Arvan’s Church is open during the day
both for worship and private prayer,

Our live-streamed services are as
follows: Sunday Eucharist at 10. a.m.,
They can be accessed on the St Arvans
Parish Group page on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/vicaragecello1/
and are available to watch later

The St Arvans Parish website can be
found here:
http://www.starvanschurch.org.uk/

Please help to keep us informed of
anyone who is in need or is
isolated over the next weeks and
months, and anyone in need of our
prayer and support

Fr Michael Gollop,

The Vicarage, St Arvans

01291 622064,

Mobile 07867803479

E-mail: frmichaell @aol.com

14t December 2025
The Third Sunday
of Advent

The Collect

O Lord Jesus Christ,

who at your first coming sent your
messenger to prepare your way before
you: grant that the ministers and stewards
of your mysteries may likewise so prepare
and make ready your way by turning

the hearts of the disobedient to the
wisdom of the just, that at your second
coming to judge the world we may be
found an acceptable people in your sight;
for you are alive and reign with the Father
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. AMEN

A reading from the prophet Isaiah

The wilderness and the dry land shall be
glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom;
like the crocus it shall blossom
abundantly, and rejoice with joy and
singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be

given to it, the majesty of Carmel and
Sharon. They shall see the glory of the
LORD, the majesty of our God.
Strengthen the weak hands, and make
firm the feeble knees. Say to those who
are of a fearful heart, ‘Be strong, do not
fear! Here is your God. He will come with
vengeance, with terrible recompense. He
will come and save you.” Then the eyes of
the blind shall be opened and the ears of
the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall
leap like a deer, and the tongue of the
speechless sing for joy For waters shall
break forth in the wilderness, and streams
in the desert; the burning sand shall
become a pool, and the thirsty ground
springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall
become a swamp, the grass shall become
reeds and rushes. A highway shall be
there, and it shall be called the Holy Way;
the unclean shall not travel on it, but it
shall be for God’s people; no traveller, not
even fools, shall go astray. No lion shall
be there, nor shall any ravenous beast
come up on it; they shall not be found
there, but the redeemed shall walk there.
And the ransomed of the LORD shall
return, and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain joy and gladness, and
sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

35. 1 - 10]

Reader / This is the Word of the Lord
Response [ Thanks be to God

Psalm 146 4-10
R/ Come, Lord, and save us

Happy are those who have the God
of Jacob for their help,

whose hope is in the Lord their God;
Who made heaven and earth,

the sea and all that is in them;

who keeps his promise for ever;
Who gives justice to those

that suffer wrong

and bread to those who hunger.

R/ Come, Lord, and save us

The Lord looses those that are bound:;

the Lord opens the eyes of the blind;
The Lord lifts up

those who are bowed down;

the Lord loves the righteous;

he Lord watches over

the stranger in the land;

he upholds the orphan and widow;
but the way of the wicked

he turns upside down.

R/ Come, Lord, and save us

The Lord shall reign for ever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all
generations. Alleluia.

R/ Come, Lord, and save us

A reading from the letter of St James

Be patient, beloved, until the coming of
the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious
crop from the earth, being patient with it
until it receives the early and the late
rains. You also must be patient.
Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of
the Lord is near. Beloved, do not grumble
against one another, so that you may not
be judged. See, the Judge is standing at
the doors! As an example of suffering and
patience, beloved, take the prophets who
spoke in the name of the Lord. Rejoice
always, pray without ceasing, give thanks
in all circumstances; for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not
quench the Spirit. Do not despise the
words of prophets, but test everything;
hold fast to what is good; abstain from
every form of evil. May the God of peace
himself sanctify you entirely; and may your
spirit and soul and body be kept sound
and blameless at the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is
faithful, and he will do this.

[5; 7-10]

Reader! This is the Word of the Lord
Response | Thanks be to God

Gradual Hymn


https://www.facebook.com/vicaragecello1/
http://www.starvanschurch.org.uk/

Alleluia, alleluia!

The Spirit of the Lord
has been given to me.
He has sent me to bring
good news to the poor.
Alleluia!

The Lord be with you:
And also with you

Listen to the Gospel of Christ
according to St Matthew

Glory to you, O Lord

When John heard in prison what the

Messiah was doing, he sent word by his
disciples and said to Jesus,
‘Are you the one who is to come, or are
we to wait for another?’
Jesus answered them,
‘Go and tell John what you hear and see:
the blind receive their sight, the lame walk,
the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the
dead are raised, and the poor have good
news brought to them. And blessed is
anyone who takes no offence at me.’
As they went away, Jesus began to speak
to the crowds about John:
‘What did you go out into the wilderness
to look at? A reed shaken by the wind?
What then did you go out to see?
Someone dressed in soft robes?
Look, those who wear soft robes
are in royal palaces. What then did you go
out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell you,
and more than a prophet. This is the one
about whom it is written, “See, | am
sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way before you.”
Truly | tell you, among those born of
women no one has arisen greater than
John the Baptist; yet the least in the
kingdom of heaven is greater than he.’
[11.2-11]

This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ

For Your Prayers

That we may rejoice as we prepare

for the grest feast of the Lord’s coming
amnong us

The government & people of Ukraine

and a just and peaceful end to Russia’s
war of agression there.

The people of Gaza, & Israel, & for lasting
peace in the Middle East

For wisdom, restraint and a desire for
peace among the nations of the world.
All who are caught up in war or conflict
All those without adequate food or shelter
Those who suffer as a result

of the climate emergency & for
responsible stewardship of our planet
For compassion and responsibility

in those elected to govern us.

For migrants & refugees, and all forced
to flee from their homelands

For the Church:

For the bishops of the Church:

Cherry, Bishop of Monmouth, &
Archbishop of Wales; Philip, Episcopal
Visitor of the Society of the Holy Cross in
Wales, & for all who hold and teach the
Catholic faith that comes to us from the
Apostles.

All bishops, priests and deacons and all
baptised Christians

For the reunion of all Christians:

for Pope Leo, for Orthodox Patriarch
Bartholomew, & for the leaders of the
Reformed traditions

For the Severn Wye Ministry Area,

for its priests, licensed lay ministers
and all its people.

For the Sick & those in need:

Roy Staples, Ralph Hamilton, Sylvia
Jackson; The Revd Helen Rodwell;
Elisabeth; Anne-Louise; Mary; Peter;
Margaret; Althea; Margi Osborne, Nathan;

For the Departed:

The recently departed; our own departed
relatives & friends, and those whose
anniversaries of death fall this week:
Audrey Reece; Reg Owens.

A Prayer of Spiritual Communion

My Jesus, | believe that you are

in the Blessed Sacrament.

| love you above all things,

and | long for you in my soul.

Since | cannot now receive you
sacramentally, come at least

spiritually into my heart.

As though you have already come,

| embrace you and unite myself entirely to
you; never permit me

to be separated from you. Amen.

(The Confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament)

The Jereboam Interview
We continue our series of extracts
from the Jerusalem and Galilee
Gazette, an imaginary first-century
newspaper. Week by week, the
correspondent Jereboam interviews
people whose lives have been affected
in some way by Jesus Christ and his
teaching

Chelion

Jereboam: | don’t mean to
interfere, but is everything all right?
Chelion: Oh, I'm fine really,
thanks. It’s just been a hard day...a
hard week actually.

Jereboam: Am [ right that you're
a follower of Jesus?
Chelion: Yes, | am. | know

what you're thinking: we're supposed
to be thankful and rejoice in the Lord
all the time and that sort of thing, but
it's really difficult sometimes.
Jereboam: I’'m sure that you can
have bad weeks just as much as the
rest of us can.

Chelion: Probably: sometimes
it seems as if everything comes at you
all at once. Don’t you ever feel that?
For days I've had: “Chelion, can you
do this...Chelion won’t mind just
sorting that out...Chelion, | know
you’re busy, but could you just...\We
need to...” To make it worse, some
people don’t seem to understand that
I'm still a human being with feelings. If
| miss some tiny detail of one of these
tasks, they really pounce on it. As |
said, | know I'm not supposed to react
like this, but...

Jereboam: So how are you
supposed to react?
Chelion: “Be patient until the

Lord’s coming” -- that’s what we're
told. | can’t dispute the wisdom of it, of
course, but sometimes you almost feel
worse when you hear that sort of thing.
You just want to run away and hide, or
scream or something, and then people
tell you: “In submitting with patience,
take for your example the prophets
who spoke in the name of the Lord.” It
can be exasperating.



Jereboam: So do you have any
suggestions? What would you say to
someone who encountered the same
sort of problem?

Chelion: Well, | must admit, |
should give pretty much the same sort
of advice myself. Maybe have a break
if you need it, find some quiet and
some solitude, do something different
to distract yourself for a while...but
ultimately | actually agree with the
others — we all have to trust God and
persevere with our service to Him and
to our fellow people. We need to face
the problems of life with the same
patience with which we await the
second coming of Jesus. Oh yes, it's
all correct. It's just difficult to put into
practice.

Jereboam: | don’t know if this
helps, but many of your companions
seem to find their faith quite a
challenge too.

Chelion: And there | was a
couple of years ago, thinking it would
all be so easy! Thanks for the chat
anyway...and I'm sorry to be grumpy.
Jereboam: Not at all: thank you
for speaking so frankly.

THIS WEEK

The Third Sunday of Advent repeats an
Isaiah reading from earlier in the week,
filled with promise, healing and a hope for
our longing: “Then will the lame leap like a
stag, then the tongue of the mute will
sing.... They will meet with joy and
gladness, sorrow and mourning will flee.”
In St Matthew’s Gospel, John the Baptist
hears of Jesus’ work and sends a
message to his cousin: “Are you the one
who is to come, or should we look for
another?” Jesus replies that his work
speaks for itself. “The blind regain their
sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed,
the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and
the poor have the good news proclaimed
to them.”

As the last eight days of Advent begin
midweek, the focus of the weekday
readings returns to the gospels with
stories from Jesus’ family in the time
before he was born. In St Matthew’s
gospel, Joseph decides to divorce the

pregnant Mary until an angel appears to
him in a dream, saying, “It is through the
Holy Spirit that this child has been
conceived in her.” The rest of the week we
turn to the first chapter of Luke’s gospel.
Elizabeth and Zechariah, struggling with
their inability to have a child, are told they
will have a child named John who will be
filled with the Holy Spirit. When Zechariah
doubts, he is struck speechless.
Saturday’s gospel is the beloved story
from Luke’s gospel of the Annunciation
with Mary’s humble response, “May it be
done to me according to your word.”
Next Sunday: on the Fourth Sunday of
Advent, we hear in St Matthew’s Gospel
about Joseph and his decision to divorce
the pregnant Mary. An angel comes to
Joseph: “Do not be afraid to take Mary
your wife into your home. For it is through
the Holy Spirit that this child has been
conceived in her.”

A Homily for Advent 3

+ We shouldn’t think of Advent as being
only a time of preparation for Christmas;
the liturgy over these four weeks is always
concerned to make the point that the
coming of Christ is both a past and future
event - looking back to Christ’s first
coming at Bethlehem and his coming to
judge the world at the end of time. But
Advent also stresses that God coming
among us is a present event - something
which happens here and now. That’s also,
of course, very much the message of John
the Baptist.

The Gospel this morning makes it very
clear that John the Baptist was the last
and greatest of the prophets, he was the
‘bridge” if you like, the link figure between
the Old and New Testaments; and the
Gospel also makes it clear that perhaps
the most important thing about him is that
he always points attention away from
himself and towards the person of Christ.
Not for him the cult of personality, no
relentless self-promotion; he is a signpost
rather than a leader. He adamantly denies
that he is the Messiah, he refuses to
accept any personal status for himself, but
he rather directs the attention of those
who go out into the desert to listen to his
message towards the One who is to
come, the Light of the World, the Messiah,
the Christ of God.

John in the barrenness of the desert, in
the wasteland of the wilderness, prepares

himself to recognise and receive the Lord,
whilst also allowing Jesus to reveal
himself to the world. He doesn’t get
carried away by the importance of his own
role, he keeps his ego constantly under
control. There’s no doubt that he was a
celebrity for the people of his time, the
crowds from the towns and cities flocked
out into the desert to hear him, but in our
terms he is a rather odd celebrity because
he is always saying who he isn‘t - not how
great he is, but how small. Don't look at
me, he says, just listen to my message
about the one who is to come after me:
don’t look at me, look at him!

But we have to be careful. St John the
Baptist isn't just a wildly eccentric,
colourful ‘character’ — he isn’t the wild man
of the desert probably many people of the
time mistook him for, and many people
still mistake him for. His message is far
more subtle than that. This son of the
Israelite priestly caste of the Temple, and
therefore a member of a highly privileged
religious elite has seemingly turned his
back on his family - and his nation’s
tradition - to pursue an alarmingly radical.
prophetic vocation in the wilderness and
at the banks of the river Jordan. But what
we are being told is that he only
renounces his heritage in order to
proclaim its fulfilment. He renounces his
own greatness in order to witness to the
One who empties himself of divine power
to become one with the human race he
created. John leaves behind his own life
and his preoccupations in order to show to
us the even greater humilty of Christ.

And that's why Advent always features
John the Baptist so heavily. This season is
a time of smallness and humility, of
growing away from ourselves and our own
agendas and preoccupations and growing
towards the person of Christ. John is
important because as he diminishes and
fades from the scene, he witnesses to the
growing power of the Kingdom of God.
Our own vocation as Christians isn’t to
condemn the world, but, by what we seek
to grow into, to point towards the
possibility of its redemption. The message
we share is one of hope not despair, it's
about the offer of the transformation of our
lives in relationship with the God who has
already become one of us to lead us to
eternal life.

But like John the Baptist, we shouldn’t be
afraid to say that, left to our own devices,
we are without hope, because our only



eternal hope is in the one who is God,
Christ our Lord. And the message of
Advent - and, indeed, of the coming
celebration of Christmas - is precisely that
we are not left to our own devices,
because God is with us.

We seem to have very little in common
with the world of Palestine two-thousand
years ago. It would be difficult to think of a
more different culture and way of life.
Except for the fact that human nature is
much the same. Some people think the
human race has progressed in the way
that we essentially are, rather than in the
things we know or the technology at our
fingertips. We only have to turn on the
radio or television or have a look at social
media - or just to have lived through the
last few years maybe - to be rightly and
profoundly sceptical about the perfectibility
of human nature, when separated from
the values which make us truly human —
the values of Jesus in the Gospels, we
would say.

As followers of Christ - the one to whom
John the Baptist pointed - part of our own
vocation is to point, like John, to a
message of hope: that death is not the
end, that all those things which alienate us
from our true selves - poverty, disease,
hunger, fear, despair, prejudice and
hatred, will not have the final word.
Perhaps this is the message of John the
Baptist: “Make straight the way of the
Lord.”

The Advent message is one of hope,
certainly, but as we said last week, it's an
uncomfortable kind of hope, because this
season’s journey of opening up ourselves
to the grace of repentance and change
has first to begin with ourselves before we
can meaningfully hold out our hands in joy
to welcome the God who becomes one of
us.

So that's our task for the remaining days
of Advent, to prepare the Way of the Lord
in our hearts and minds, to allow eternity
and time to meet, not only in Christ
himself, but in our own lives. We must
allow the dawning grace of the God who is
always ‘now’ into our anxious present
which is so full of stress, and so
preoccupied with trying to control the
future.

The monk and influential spiritual writer of
the last century, Thomas Merton, was very
clear throughout his writing that we can
never hope to convert the world unless the
process of conversion to Christ first begins

in our own hearts and lives, otherwise
what we say is no more than a kind of ego
trip, without heart or substance - a kind of
facile, spiritual politics. It is only the
presence of Christ which enables us to
overcome our human fallibility and
confusion, our resistance to the things of
God.

And Merton has a relevant message for
Advent, perhaps particularly this Advent,
coming in the midst of upheaval, change
and uncertainty:

“In a time of drastic change one can be
too preoccupied with what is ending or too
obsessed with what seems to be
beginning. In either case one loses touch
with the present and with its obscure but
dynamic possibilities. What really matters
is openness, readiness, attention, courage
to face risk. You do not need to know
precisely what is happening, or exactly
where it is all going. What you need is to
recognize the possibilities and challenges
offered by the present moment, and to
embrace them with courage, faith, and
hope. In such an event, courage is the
authentic form taken by love.” +

Many thanks to all who have
worked so hard in our preparations
for Christmas and in our events

so far during Advent

Advent Courses

Daytime: Tuesdays at 3pm, starting
on 25 November, in Shirenewton
Church Rooms. . Contact Carol 07380
992494 for further details.

Evening: Thursdays at 7.30pm,
starting on 27 November, in The
Cedars, Pwlimeyric. Contact Father
Michael on 01291 622064

We are exploring: Who am I, and Why
am | here?- a course in 4 parts by
Nick Baines, Bishop of Leeds,
considering what it means to be a
Christian in a world challenged by war,
poverty, climate change. There will be
a small charge to cover course
materials.

SERVICES IN OUR CHURCHES
TODAY

The Third Sunday of Advent
‘Gaudete Sunday’
14th December 2025

10a.m.  Sung Eucharist
at St Arvan’s
11.30 a.m. Liturgy of the Word

at St Deiniol’s, ltton

NEXT SUNDAY
The Fourth Sunday of Advent
21st December 2025

10a.m.  Sung Eucharist

at St Arvan’s

Readings:

Isaiah 7.10-16

Psalm 80.1-7, [17-19]
Romans 1.1-7

St Matthew 1.18-25

Please check as times may alter

Daily Celebrations of the Eucharist
at St Arvans this week: Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday at 10 00,
Friday at 09.30

Please check as times may alter

Fr Michael's day off is Monday
this week

For all services in the wider Ministry Area
please see www.severnwyema.co.uk



http://www.severnwyema.co.uk/

Pre-Christmas
Events & Services:

Tuesday 16" December
4.30 p.m. St Arvans Church
Little Trees Nursery
Christmas event

Tuesday 16™ December
7 p.m. Nine Lessons &
Carols ay St Deiniol’s, Itton

Saturday 20" December
10.30 a.m. Holy Cross,
Kilgwrrwg.

Christmas Readings, Carols
and refreshments

Monday 22"! December
6 p.m. St Arvan’s Church
Nine Lessons & Carols.

CHRISTMAS
SERVICES

Wednesday 24" December
CHRISTMAS EVE

10 a.m. Holy Eucharist (said)
in the Lady Chapel at St
Arvans
4.30 p.m. Carols by
Candlelight at St Mary’s,
Penterry
6.30 p.m. Christmas Eve
Carol Service at St James,
Devauden
11. p.m. Midnight Mass
(The first Eucharist of
Christmas) at St Arvans
This is the ‘midnight’
celebration for all our
parishes — please join us!

Thursday December 25™:
CHRISTMAS DAY
The Nativity of Our Lord

9 a.m. Holy Eucharist with
Carols at St James, Devauden
10 a.m. Christmas Morning
Family Eucharist at St Arvans
11.30 am. Holy Eucharist
with Carols at St Deiniol’s,
Itton

There will be a celebration of the
Eucharist in the Lady Chapel

at St Arvans each day at 10 a.m.
throughout the Christmas Octave

SUNDAY 28" December:
THE FIRST SUNDAY
OF CHRISTMAS

(The Holy Family)

10 a.m. Sung Eucharist

at St Arvans

SUNDAY 4" January:
kept as THE EPIPHANY
OF THE LORD

10 a.m. Sung Eucharist

at St Arvans

11.30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
with hymns at Penterry

4 p.m. All Age Eucharist
at Devauden

SUNDAY 11" January:
The Baptism of the Lord
10 am. Sung Eucharist
at St Arvans

11.30 a.m. Liturgy of the
Word at Itton

Daily Prayer
The Third Week
of Advent

This third week of Advent,
our daily prayer continues to
allow us to become much
more concrete about naming
our desires and preparing
the way for the Lord. We
begin this week with joy,
knowing that our celebration
of all the ways our Lord
comes to us is near.

For some of us, the great
grace will be to ask that
expectant hope - and the joy
that this can bring - will fill
our hearts and replace
whatever is heavy or dark or
sad there. We can only let
our Lord bring good news to
us who are poor, if we
acknowledge our poverty. He
can only proclaim liberty and
release to us if we can admit
that we are captives and
prisoners to so many habits
and patterns that inhibit joy.
A week of recognising
ourselves, and our need for
a Saviour is a helpful way to
prepare. We can only turn to
our God and trust in the
safety we find accepting our
God as the only god of our
lives if we first can name the
place in which we are in
danger, with the choices we
are making. We can



surrender our fear of being
put to shame by humbly
coming face to face with who
we can sometimes be. The
depths of gratitude and joy
come when we can
experience the tenderness
with which our Lord keeps
taking us back.

This is a good week to
examine our consciences as
we let our daily, prayer-filled
background moments
interact with some of the
places in our daily lives in
which we discover the need
for mercy and peace.
Wherever we encounter
some experience of
darkness or fear, some
struggle with faith or hope,
some discouragement about
my own generosity or
freedom, it is there that we
have an opportunity to
pause, in the briefest way
and pray, “Come, Lord
Jesus; come and visit me
here, in this place.”
Preparing to celebrate the
Sacrament of Reconciliation,
individually or in common,
can be a powerful Advent
religious experience. And the
one who forgives us deeply
desires to heal us and give
us his peace.

With acknowlegements to
Creighton University’s Online
Ministries, Omaha U.S.A.

St Arvans Tea and Chat

Special Christmas Event
Saturday January 10t
and usually every second
Saturday of the month
Childrens activity table

For assistance or a lift
please ring Diane on 628084

The Ministry Area
Prayer Group
In Advent the Prayer Group takes part

in the Thursday evening Advent
course.



