NEWSLETTER

for the Churches of St Arvans, St Mary, Penterry,
St Deiniol, Itton, St James, Devauden & Holy Cross, Kilgwrrwg
forming part of the Severn Wye Ministry Area

IMPORTANT - PLEASE NOTE
St Arvan’s Church is open during the day
both for worship and private prayer,

Our live-streamed services are as
follows: Sunday Eucharist at 10. a.m.,
They can be accessed on the St Arvans
Parish Group page on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/vicaragecello1/
and are available to watch later

The St Arvans Parish website can be
found here:
http://www.starvanschurch.org.uk/

Please help to keep us informed of
anyone who is in need or is
isolated over the next weeks and
months, and anyone in need of our
prayer and support

Fr Michael Gollop,

The Vicarage, St Arvans

01291 622064,

Mobile 07867803479

E-mail: frmichaell @aol.com

7" December 2025
The Second Sunday
of Advent

The Collect

O Lord, raise up, we pray,

your power and come among us,

and with great might succour us;

that whereas, through our sins

and wickedness we are grievously
hindered in running the race

that is set before us, your bountiful grace
and mercy may speedily help

and deliver us; through Jesus Christ
your Son our Lord, to whom with you
and the Holy Spirit, be honour and glory,
now and for ever. AMEN

A reading from the prophet Isaiah

A shoot shall come out from the stock of
Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his
roots. The spirit of the LORD shall rest on
him, the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and
might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear

of the LORD. His delight shall be in the
fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by
what his eyes see, or decide by what his
ears hear; but with righteousness he shall
judge the poor, and decide with equity for
the meek of the earth; he shall strike the
earth with the rod of his mouth, and with
the breath of his lips he shall kill the
wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt
around his waist, and faithfulness the belt
around his loins.
The wolf shall live with the lamb, the
leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf
and the lion and the fatling together, and a
little child shall lead them. The cow and
the bear shall graze, their young shall lie
down together; and the lion shall eat straw
like the ox. The nursing child shall play
over the hole of the asp, and the weaned
child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy
mountain; for the earth will be full of the
knowledge of the LORD as the waters
cover the sea. On that day the root of
Jesse shall stand as a signal to the
peoples; the nations shall inquire of him,
and his dwelling shall be glorious.
[11.1-10]
Reader [ This is the Word of the Lord
Response [ Thanks be to God

Psalm 72 1-7, 18-19

R/ In his time shall the righteous
flourish and peace till the moon
shall be no more

Give the king your judgements, O God,
and your righteousness

to the son of a king.

Then shall he judge

your people righteously

and your poor with justice.

May the mountains bring forth peace,
and the little hills

righteousness for the people.

R/ In his time shall the righteous
flourish and peace till the moon
shall be no more

May he defend the poor

among the people,

deliver the children of the needy
and crush the oppressor.

May he live as long

as the sun and moon endure,
from one generation to another.

R/ In his time shall the righteous
flourish and peace till the moon
shall be no more

May he come down like rain

upon the mown grass,

like the showers that water the earth.
In his time shall righteousness flourish,
and abundance of peace

till the moon shall be no more.

R/ In his time shall the righteous
flourish and peace till the moon
shall be no more

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel,
who alone does wonderful things.

And blessed be his glorious name

for ever.

May all the earth be filled

with his glory. Amen. Amen.

R/ In his time shall the righteous
flourish and peace till the moon
shall be no more

A reading from the letter of St Paul
to the Romans [15; 4 - 13]

Whatever was written in former days was
written for our instruction,

so that by steadfastness and by the
encouragement of the scriptures we might
have hope. May the God of steadfastness
and encouragement grant you to live in
harmony with one another, in accordance
with Christ Jesus, so that together you
may with one voice glorify the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Welcome
one another, therefore, just as Christ has
welcomed you, for the glory of God. For |
tell you that Christ has become a servant
of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of
God in order that he might confirm the
promises given to the patriarchs, and in
order that the Gentiles might glorify God


https://www.facebook.com/vicaragecello1/
http://www.starvanschurch.org.uk/

for his mercy. As it is written, ‘Therefore |
will confess you among the Gentiles, and
sing praises to your name’; and again he
says, ‘Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his
people’; and again, ‘Praise the Lord, all
you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise
him’; and again Isaiah says, ‘The root of
Jesse shall come, the one who rises to
rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall
hope.” May the God of hope fill you with all
joy and peace in believing, so that you
may abound in hope by the power of the
Holy Spirit.

Reader! This is the Word of the Lord
Response | Thanks be to God

Gradual Hymn

Alleluia, alleluia!

Prepare a way for the Lord.
Make his paths straight,
and all mankind shall see
the salvation of God.
Alleluia!

The Lord be with you:
And also with you

Listen to the Gospel of Christ
according to St Matthew

Glory to you, O Lord

In those days John the Baptist appeared

in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming,
‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has
come near.’ This is the one of whom the
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, ‘The
voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his
paths straight.” Now John wore clothing
of camel’s hair with a leather belt around
his waist, and his food was locusts and
wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem
and all Judea were going out to him,

and all the region along the Jordan, and
they were baptized by him in the river
Jordan, confessing their sins. But when he
saw many Pharisees and Sadducees
coming for baptism, he said to them, ‘You
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee
from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy
of repentance. Do not presume to say

to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our
ancestor”; for | tell you, God is able from
these stones to raise up children to
Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at the
root of the trees; every tree therefore that
does not bear good fruit is cut down and

thrown into the fire. | baptize you with
water for repentance, but one who is more
powerful than | is coming after me; | am
not worthy to carry his sandals. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.
His winnowing-fork is in his hand,
and he will clear his threshing-floor and
will gather his wheat into the granary;
but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire.’

[St Matthew 3.1-12]

This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ

For Your Prayers

That with John the Baptist we may
prepare the way of the Lord in our hearts
and, minds and in our daily living.

The government & people of Ukraine
and a just and peaceful end to Russia’s
war of agression there The people of
Gaza, & Israel, & for lasting peace in the
Middle East

For wisdom, restraint and a desire for
peace among the nations of the world.
All who are caught up in war or conflict
All those without adequate food or shelter
Those who suffer as a result

of the climate emergency & for
responsible stewardship of our planet
For compassion and responsibility

in those elected to govern us.

For migrants & refugees, and all forced
to flee from their homelands

For the Church:

For the bishops of the Church:

Cherry, Bishop of Monmouth, &
Archbishop of Wales; Philip, Episcopal
Visitor of the Society of the Holy Cross in
Wales, & for all who hold and teach the
Catholic faith that comes to us from the
Apostles.

All bishops, priests and deacons and all
baptised Christians

For the reunion of all Christians:

for Pope Leo, for Orthodox Patriarch
Bartholomew, & for the leaders of the
Reformed traditions

For the Severn Wye Ministry Area,

for its priests, licensed lay ministers
and all its people.

For the Sick & those in need:

Roy Staples, Ralph Hamilton, Sylvia
Jackson; The Revd Helen Rodwell;
Elisabeth; Anne-Louise; Mary; Peter;
Margaret; Althea; Margi Osborne, Nathan;

For the Departed:

The recently departed; our own departed
relatives & friends, and those whose
anniversaries of death fall this week:
David May; Derek Jones, priest; Ronalkd
Harry

A Prayer of Spiritual Communion

My Jesus, | believe that you are

in the Blessed Sacrament.

| love you above all things,

and | long for you in my soul.

Since | cannot now receive you
sacramentally, come at least

spiritually into my heart.

As though you have already come,

| embrace you and unite myself entirely to
you; never permit me

to be separated from you. Amen.

(The Confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament)

The Jereboam Interview
We continue our series of extracts
from the Jerusalem and Galilee
Gazette, an imaginary first-century
newspaper. Week by week, the
correspondent Jereboam interviews
people whose lives have been affected
in some way by Jesus Christ and his
teaching

Joanna

Jereboam: So, Joanna, if I've
understood correctly, you're a cousin
of John — the one they call “the
Baptist”.

Joanna: Yes, that's right: our fathers
were brothers. John and | know each
other pretty well.

Jereboam: Excuse me for saying
this — and I haven’t seen John myself
— but | understand that he’s quite a
stern man, even perhaps rather angry.
Joanna: No, no, on the
contrary: he’s very sensitive...open
and kind.

Jereboam: Somehow I've been
given a different impression.

Joanna: John has always
sensed people’s full potential. He sees
each person’s gifts. At the same time it
upsets him when this potential is
distorted by weakness. That's
probably when he might appear stern.




John always wants to wash away any
negative influences. For him it's almost
like a physical process. | suppose
that's how he came to start his ministry

of baptism.

Jereboam: And he’s always
known Jesus?

Joanna: Yes. They're closely

related too: in their case | think it's
their mothers who have the family
connection. Anyway, there was always
a strong understanding between the
two boys, even though they lived quite
a distance away from one another.
Jereboam: | wonder what they
used to speak about as children. Did
you ever hear?

Joanna: As | recall, John often
used to talk about people he met.
Jesus didn’t say all that much, but he’d
encourage John. He'd say, “Yes, |
think you're right” or “| agree” or
something like that. So, whilst John
would react to everything and discuss
it, | had the feeling that Jesus
observed a great deal, but was waiting
for his opinion to mature. John was
always more immediate, but nothing
escaped Jesus' attention.

Jereboam: That's interesting. Just
one more thing: is this rumour true
about John eating locusts? | can’t help
feeling intrigued...

Joanna: I'm sorry, | don’t
know. You'd need to ask him that
yourself.

THIS WEEK

Sunday is the Second Sunday of Advent
and we hear Isaiah write of peace and
prosperity that will come when the “root of
Jesse” blossoms. “Then the wolf shall be
a guest of the lamb, and the leopard shall
lie down with the kid; the calf and the
young lion shall browse together, with a
little child to guide them.”

Monday is the Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary with its own special readings.
At the daily eucharist this week we focus
on the first readings from the Prophet
Isaiah this week. With the Babylonian
Captivity, the temple was destroyed, the
leaders of the people were taken away to

Babylon and a remnant was left behind. A
life-threatening desert separated the
people. In this context, Isaiah proclaims
God’s vindication of the people in exile.
The desert will be reborn. A highway will
bring their liberation. And the signs will be
that there is healing and peace. “Comfort,
give comfort to my people,” says the Lord.
The valleys will be filled in, the mountains
leveled - every obstacle will be overcome -
to build a highway for our God to come
and save us. The people can hardly
believe the good news. They are weak
and weary of their captivity. Isaiah
proclaims, “They that hope in the LORD
will renew their strength, they will soar as
with eagles’ wings.” He offers support: |
am the LORD, your God, who grasp your
right hand; It is | who say to you, ‘Fear not,
| will help you.” The people have been at
a distance from the Lord for some time
and were not obeying the
commandments. The Lord says, “I, the
LORD, your God, teach you what is for
your good, and lead you on the way you
should go.” The final first reading this
week is a piece from the book of Sirach in
which the prophet Elijah is praised. Elijah,
who was destined to come again to
restore order before the day of the Lord, is
seen in the reading from Matthew’s
Gospel to be John the Baptist.

The gospels this week, taken from various
evangelists, show Jesus as the fulfillment
of the liberation promised. Jesus heals the
paralytic. He tends to the lost sheep of his
flock. He comforts us who labor and are
burdened. Jesus teaches a true wisdom.
Next Sunday

The Third Sunday of Advent repeats an
Isaiah reading from earlier in the week,
filled with promise, healing and a hope for
our longing: “Then will the lame leap like a
stag, then the tongue of the mute will
sing.... They will meet with joy and
gladness, sorrow and mourning will flee.”
In Matthew’s Gospel, John the Baptist
hears of Jesus’ work and sends a
message to his cousin: “Are you the one
who is to come, or should we look for
another?” Jesus replies that his work
speaks for itself. “The blind regain their
sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed,
the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and
the poor have the good news proclaimed
to them.”

A Homily for Advent 2

+ Advent is a season - the season really -
of hope, longing, and expectation. But for
us it's also a season of contrasts, some of
which belong to the nature of what it is we
long for, but others are forced on us from
outside. Inside our church buildings
(admittedly, increasingly a closed book to
most people) the hope and expectation of
Advent are tempered with a degree of
austerity and a sense of prayerful, even
penitential preparation which you won'’t
find outside - as the round of parties,
festive meals, carols and over- decorated
shopping experiences gathers pace until
we are all swept up in it to a greater of
lesser degree.

The modern experience of Advent tends
to make make us suffer from a kind of
religious split personality, which just adds
to the already fairly evident tensions of the
season. The commercial pre-empting of
Christmas - and you can blame the
Victorians, the Americans, Santa Claus or
whoever you like - but the reality of over-
commercialisation is that it tends to
corrupt out of all recognition the things it
takes in its lethal embrace.

But there’s not a lot we can do about that -
and, frankly, there are far more pressing
things to get worked up about. Our only
option is to accept and even welcome the
contrast, to appreciate the dissonance as
being an inevitable part of our longing for
a redemption which is to come but isn't
here yet. Advent is meant to be an
authentically counter-cultural experience —
a season which goes a little bit
subversively against the flow - and that's
where much of its value lies.

Here, on Advent Sunday mornings (and
daily throughout the week, too) is where
we have the opportunity to embrace the
silence and the mood of expectant
simplicity. A place of essential sanity and
detoxification in the midst of all the
pressures which consume

our lives away.

One of the counter-cultural themes the
Church herself embraces during the
weeks of Advent is that of judgement,
God'’s judgement of the world and its way
of doing things, and also his judgement of
us as individuals.

The theme of judgement is emphasised
very strongly in today's Gospel. John the
Baptist preaching in the Judean
wilderness takes up the words of the



prophet Isaiah 'Repent, for the Kingdom
of heaven is at hand'.

Some people may feel that all this is an
unwelcome intrusion into the heart-
warming story of the baby in the manger,
that it spoils the building atmosphere of
the season. But Advent isn't meant to
soothe us with seasonal mood music, it's
supposed to wake us up out of sleep and
torpor, as last week’s collect and readings
made very clear. Advent celebrates the
Creator’s arrival into the mess of human
existence to repair the damage of sin and
alienation and the consequences of
history’s failures. He comes to judge and
to make new. As John says very pointedly
in this morning’s Gospel, the axe is laid at
the root of the tree.

The coming of the kingdom in the person
of Jesus the Messiah will inevitably bring
both repentance and judgement. They go
hand in hand. But that's never a
comfortable thought: coming into the
presence of the radical love, honesty and
truth of God tests us and drags out into
the conscious light of our minds those
things we ourselves and human society as
a whole would prefer lay hidden.

So, we are called in Advent by the gaunt,
ascetic figure of John in the wilderness to
repent. Now repentance has nothing to do
with guilt or regret - what's past is past -
what is repented of and forgiven remains
there. And in purely psychological terms
and even more so in the spiritual life, if we
don’t deal with what's hidden away, it
comes back to bite us. Repentance - in
the Greek, literally “turning oneself around
to face in a totally different direction”
implies a recognition that we need to
change, and the first step in that
recognition is a process of self-
examination, a kind of judgement of
ourselves in the light of the presence of
God. In doing so we try to see ourselves
from God's point of view, recognising our
sins, saying sorry for them, and deciding
to do something positive about it. That is
the purpose of John the Baptist's
preaching: the real Judge is coming from
whom nothing can be hidden, so get your
act together now!

It would be much more comforting for us if
Advent could be all about candlelight and
carols, mulled wine and mince-pies and
goodwill - although | remain to be
convinced about the mulled wine .... and
with a polarised political atmosphere,
underfunded and failing public services, a

threatening international situation and
rising authoritarian hatred very much
affecting our lives and our mood, possibly
the goodwill as well. But Advent isn't
meant to be like that, and it shouldn’t be.
It's a beautiful, poighant, season of hope,
but it's not meant to be comforting in a
non-challenging sense.

Advent is a time of uncertainty. Advent is
a time for going out into the desert with
John the Baptist, and what we mean by
that is that we're given this time to travel
into our interior desert, and to confront
what we find there. Advent is meant to be
a time of radical honesty when we can
plumb the depths of our own
disappointment and disenchantment - and
that word again “alienation” - our sense of
being estranged not only from one another
but from our own better selves - from the
people we could and should be - so that
we can learn the true meaning of hope in
the person of Jesus Christ.

Every authentic, real encounter we have
with Christ - and it's true of the Christmas
story itself - has an element of judgement
bound up in it, as it involves us in a
meeting between the perfect and the
imperfect, the alienated and the
reconciled, hope and hope’s fulfilment.
The ordinary, messy, complicated
everyday life of discipleship means a
continual process of conversion and
renewal, but always undertaken in a spirit
of hope and expectation. That's the true
meaning and value of Advent. +

St Arvans Tea and Chat

Special Christmas Event
Saturday December 14th
and usually every second
Saturday of the month
Childrens activity table

For assistance or a lift
please ring Diane on 628084

The Ministry Area
Prayer Group
In Advent the Prayer Group takes part

in the Thursday evening Advent
course.

SERVICES IN OUR CHURCHES

TODAY
The Second Sunday of Advent

7th December 2025
10a.m.  Sung Eucharist
at St Arvan’s

11.30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
at St Mary’s, Penterry

NEXT SUNDAY

The Third Sunday of Advent
14th December 2025

10a.m.  Sung Eucharist

at St Arvan’s

11.30 a.m. Liturgy of the Word
at St Deiniol’s, Itton

Readings:

Isaiah 35.1-10

Psalm 146.5-10

James 5.7-10

St Matthew 11.2-11

Daily Celebrations of the Eucharist
at St Arvans this week: Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Saturday at 10 00,
Friday at 09.30

Please check as times may alter

Fr Michael's day off is Monday
this week

For all services in the wider Ministry Area
please see www.severnwyema.co.uk

Advent Courses

Daytime: Tuesdays at 3pm, starting
on 25 November, in Shirenewton
Church Rooms. . Contact Carol 07380
992494 for further details.

Evening: Thursdays at 7.30pm,
starting on 27 November, in The
Cedars, Pwlimeyric. Contact Father
Michael on 01291 622064

We are exploring: Who am I, and Why
am | here?— a course in 4 parts by
Nick Baines, Bishop of Leeds,
considering what it means to be a
Christian in a world challenged by war,
poverty, climate change. There will be
a small charge to cover course
materials.



http://www.severnwyema.co.uk/

Pre-Christmas
Events:

Thursday 11" December
10 a.m. Shirenewton

Primary School Nativity
Play at St Deiniol’s Itton.

Friday 12" December:

6 p.m. Carols around the
Christmas Tree in St Arvans
Churchyard with Chepstow
Town Band (held in church if
bad weather)

Saturday 13" December:

7 p-m. Christmas Concert
At St Deiniol’s, Itton

with the St Woolos Sinfonia
Tickets £15 (free for under
16s & students)

Tuesday 16™ December
4.30 p.m. St Arvans Church
Little Trees Nursery
Christmas event

Tuesday 16™ December
7 p.m. Nine Lessons &
Carols ay St Deiniol’s, Itton

Saturday 20" December
10.30 a.m. Holy Cross,
Kilgwrrwg.

Christmas Readings, Carols
and refreshments

Monday 22" December
6 p.m. St Arvan’s Church
Nine Lessons & Carols.

CHRISTMAS
SERVICES

Wednesday 24" December
CHRISTMAS EVE

10 a.m. Holy Eucharist
(said) St Arvans - Lady
Chapel
4.30 p.m. St Mary’s,
Penterry Carols by
Candlelight
6.30 p.m. St James,
Devauden Christmas Eve
Carol Service
11. p.m. St. Arvans
Midnight Mass
(The first Eucharist of
Christmas) at St Arvans
This is the ‘midnight’
celebration for all our
parishes — please join us!

Thursday December 25™:
CHRISTMAS DAY
The Nativity of Our Lord

9 a.m. Holy Eucharist with
Carols at St James, Devauden
10 a.m. Christmas Morning
Family Eucharist at St
Arvans

11.30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
with Carols at St Deiniol’s,
Itton

There will be a celebration of the
Eucharist in the Lady Chapel

at St Arvans each day at 10 a.m.
throughout the Christmas Octave

SUNDAY 28" December:
THE FIRST SUNDAY
OF CHRISTMAS

(The Holy Family)

10 a.m. Sung Eucharist

at St Arvans

Daily Prayer
The Second Week
of Advent

Finding space with God in
the midst of our busy lives
begins with getting in touch
with our own deepest
longings. Advent is a good
time to ask myself, “What am
| looking for? What do |
desire? What longing can |
recognize in my heart?” The
answers to those questions
will be our best guide for
daily prayer. The readings
this week offer some
possible ways to talk with the
Lord about our desires.

We can begin by trying to get
in touch with a part of my
heart that is divided, perhaps
with a desert separating the
two parts. For example, is
there a disconnect between
my primary commitments
and the amount of time and
attention that | give to them?
|s there a distance between
who | say | am and who |
actually am? Do | experience
something missing between
what | believe and how | live
those beliefs? We all have
these contradictions and
inconsistencies within us.
These are the places into
which we can let our Advent
longing grow. This week, we
can imagine the prophet



saying, “There will be a path Z’iﬂ? %Cknogl?gem?nfsg .
between what s separate or %0 (e < e
divided or at a distance in
your life!” or “What is desert,
barren, dry and life-less in
you will come to life!” We can
hear, “You will find freedom
and comfort, where you have
been finding yourself in a
captivity to pattern and
routine, where you have felt
weak and weary.” “Learn
from the Lord and learn real
wisdom.”

When one or more of these
desires really strikes a chord
in our hearts, Advent begins
for us. Each morning this
week, we can turn to our
God, when we first wake up,
while in the shower or getting
dressed, and simply ask:
“Come, Lord. Come into this
place, into this embarrassing
place of need in my life.” We
may be able to be specific
and ask, “Please, Lord,
come and be with me and
bring life and hope into my
morning as | face this
meeting.” As we go to work
or do laundry or shop, or
head home from work, we
might ask even more
specifically for the grace to
love - to take the liberating
journey across the desert
and let the Lord bring us
home to a place of comfort,
healing and peace.



